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Chinese tire maker to bring 
800 jobs to Edgecombe Co. 


BY CRAIG JARVIS 
cjarvis@newsobserver.com 


Triangle Tyre Co. will bring 
800 jobs over five years to rural 
Edgecombe County to work in 
its first manufacturing plants in 
the United States, after 
$152 million in state and local 
financial enticements were 


announced Tuesday. 

The company, based in China, 
will receive $66 million in state 
incentives and $86 million from 
Edgecombe County. 

Triangle Tyre says it will in- 
vest $580 million in two tire 
plants that will be located at the 
1,449-acre Kingsboro megasite, 
which was created to lure a 
large manufacturer to the coun- 


ty. Gov. Roy Cooper’s adminis- 
tration calls it the largest in- 
vestment by a manufacturer 
ever in rural North Carolina. 
Cooper publicly announced 
the deal at Edgecombe Commu- 
nity College in Tarboro after a 
state committee approved the 
grants. The company said in- 
centives of that size were crucial 
to its decision to locate in North 


Carolina, according to the state 
commerce department. 
“Triangle Tyre chose North 
Carolina for its first-ever manu- 
facturing center outside of Chi- 
na because they know our work- 
ers share their commitment to 
innovation, education and ex- 
cellence,” the Democratic gov- 
ernor said. “I’m excited to see 
these 800 skilled manufacturing 


jobs go to Eastern North Car- 
olina where I grew up and raised 
my family, a place where people 
have an unshakeable dedication 
to getting the job done.” 

Republican Sen. Rick Horner 
of neighboring Wilson County, 
which is home to Bridgestone 
Americas, welcomed the pro- 
ject, and credited the GOP eco- 
nomic agenda and political 
leaders working together. 

“Today’s announcement is a 
terrific Christmas present for 
our state, and particularly for 
eastern North Carolina,” Horner 
said in a statement. 

Edgecombe County’s unem- 
ployment was 6.9 percent in 
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YIMBY 
voice 
emerges 
in growth 
debate 


BY HENRY GARGAN 
hgargan@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

You’ve probably heard the 
word NIMBY, short for “not in 
my backyard,” to describe 
people who oppose new devel- 
opment near their homes. But 
another movement is growing - 
YIMBY, or “yes, in my 
backyard.” 

YIMBY has been gaining trac- 
tion across the country, and 
Raleigh is no exception. Two 
local groups are pushing for the 
approval of backyard cottages, 
short-term rental services such 
as Airbnb and new affordable 
housing projects. 

Raleigh YIMBY, which hosted 
open meetings when it began in 
2013, now mostly serves as an 
email listserv to spark conversa- 
tions about progressive urban 
design. 

Raleigh attorney Brent Wood- 
cox started a second group, 
YIMBY Raleigh, in October in the 
midst of a divisive City Council 
election season. His group direct- 
ly addresses development issues 
in Wake County, often through 
tweets and blog posts. 

Most recently, Woodcox crit- 
icized Wake commissioners for 
agreeing to spend $23 million 
for land in Fuquay-Varina to 
build a park. Some had hoped 
the site would be used for af- 
fordable housing. 

Ted Van Dyk, a member of 
Raleigh YIMBY and owner of 
New City Design Group, said 
the YIMBY philosophy is de- 
fined by optimism and excite- 
ment about Raleigh’s future as a 
major city. That’s important, he 
said, because reluctant voices - 
including those considered 
NIMBYs - are often the loudest. 

“The people who think every- 
thing is fine don’t get motivated 
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Vice President Mike Pence walks to the House chamber during voting on the Republican tax bill Tuesday in Washington. 


House OKs tax overhaul 
but glitch causes new vote 


BY JEFF STEIN 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON 

The House of Representatives 
passed Republicans’ tax over- 
haul on Tuesday, sending the 
plan to the Senate and setting 
the stage for the bill to be signed 
by President Donald Trump as 
early as this week. 

“This is about expanding 
opportunity to people who are 
striving to make the most of 
their lives,” House Speaker Paul 
Ryan, R-Wis., said before the 
vote Tuesday. “We know in this 
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@ Grad students avoid tax increase but still 
feel targeted. 9A 

@ Tax overhaul plan could have dramatic 
effect on college sports. 1B 


country that we’re not reaching 
our potential. And we know one 
of the greatest things we can do 
to do that is to pass this tax 
reform bill.” 

Senate Republicans were 
planning to vote Tuesday night, 
and party leaders seemed to sew 
up the bill’s passage Friday 
when holdout Republican Sens. 
Marco Rubio of Florida and Bob 


Corker of Tennessee pledged 
their support. Sen. John McCain, 
R-Ariz., is in Arizona battling 
brain cancer and is not expected 
to attend the vote, though he 
said he supports the bill. 

“Congress is standing at the 
doorstep of a historic opportuni- 
ty,” said Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell , R-Ky., as he 
announced plans for the Tues- 
day night vote. “Here’s what we 
set out to do: Take money out of 
Washington’s pockets and put it 
back in the pockets of middle- 
class Americans.” 

In a last-minute glitch, how- 
ever, Democrats said three 


provisions in the bill, including 
one that would allow parents to 
use college savings accounts for 
home-schooling expenses for 
young children, violate Senate 
budget rules, the Associated 
Press reported. 

House Majority Leader Kevin 
McCarthy, R-Calif., said the 
House would vote on the pack- 
age again on Wednesday, after 
the Senate removes the prob- 
lematic provisions and passes 
the bill, the AP said. 

Trump has for months pushed 
Congress to send him a tax plan 
by Christmas, and its passage 
would represent Republicans’ 
first major legislative victory 
since taking control of govern- 
ment in January. 

The core of the tax plan, which 
was unveiled in final form on 
Friday, is a massive and perma- 
nent cut to the corporate tax rate, 
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